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‘For, many people it’s only a

R

Btaff Repurter L . 1
1d1v1dual citizen, the small

paper mioon. For one Con-jbusinessman, and businesses

gressman, ‘who for years has
‘been studying the vagaries of
paper and_ its multifarious]’
'Ways, Jts only a paperpushmg
world. .

And hes ‘ured of 1t His

{name_is Arpold Olsen, he's a

| Democrat from Montana, he's
_been fighting it for a long

nme, and finally this past
week,  just as the Federal
paperwork jungle was closing

tin on him and his staff, he
ferfed out to the public for
help in his struggle against

‘paperpushxpg o
Olsen, chalrman of. the
House Civil Service Subcom-
mittee on Census and Statis-
t.lCS told the rest of us paper-
sers that when President
Johnson asserted to Congress
in his State of the Union mes-
safe that we don't intend to
be buried by anyone, he ought
‘to have includegd “the Federal
agenties and . their paper—

"Wérk” e -

One example of paperwork

Iwhich particularly riles Olsen

are “the 500 million forms a
year which the Internal Reve-

Inue Servme and Saocial Secu-

ity Adm;mstratmn_ ngw. pro-
cess in gperating the new tax-
payer “numbering system.”
This wepuld, not be so.bad,
Olsen . announced but com-
puters are addmg to  the
Eaper flow when they in
heory should reduce paper-
work. . .

Olsen env;smns hunselr as

1a sur,t of sal,yatmn for the m

in general. He says he’s much|-

concerned about the effects of
‘empire-building and paper-
pushing” on these groups.

Small companies, for in-
stance, says Olsen, often do
not have enough employes or
bookkeepers to handle the re-
porting requirements of Fed-
eral or local government agen-
cles. “This paperwork often
means the difference between
a profit and a loss to these
small companies.”

Olsen went on to support
-President Johnson’s recent
plea to his Cabinet officers
that they should pay more at-
tention to the management of
their departments and
agencies and “to cut out ex-
cessive paperwork because it
breeds overstaffing.”

The Montana Congressman,
who’s been around long enough
to know what most of the pa-
per is used for, said jn his re-
port that “a good place to
start a review of what he calls
“the numbers game” is the
IRS. “There must be a cheap-
er and easier way of keeping
taxpayers honest than the pa-

perwork jungle the Internal.'
Revenue Service has created;

you can spend more gn a re-
turn than the revenue the
Government ultimately will re-
ceive.

Olsen is not mad at every-
body, though. He likes. what

. -ithe Interstate Commerce Com-

mission was doing, when last
year it reduced by one-half
~|mfllion reports its paperwork
requirements of regulated car-
riers.

He also seemed pleased with
some of the systems work of
the Treasury Department and

the Bureau of Old-Age and}.
Survivors Insurance. The lat-|’
ter uses computer tape for the:
transmittal of records. Olsen|:

said this makes a substantial

reduction in paperwork.
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